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A  D  VER  r is E  ME  NT. 


A: 


.S  the  fubftance  of  the  following  Difcourfe  was 
delivered  extempore^  atid  as  it  was  feveral  months  before 
the  Author  was  defired  to  furnifh  a  copy  for  the  Prefs, 
and  having'  at  the  time  of  delivering  the  Difcourle,  penned 
only  a  brief  fketch  of  it,  he  may  have  omitted  fome  things 
then  fpoken,  and  inferted  others  not  then  deliveted  :  And 
in  fome  inflances,  he  has  defignedly  made  a  little  additioi^, 
— By  particular  requeft,  he  now  commits  It  to  the  Prefs, 
wifliing  and  praying  that  the  connexions  of  the  deceafed, 
and  all  who  may  read  it,  may,  by  the  grace  of  God,  re- 
ceive faving  benefit. 


gnntul  ^ifcotirCe. 


Fathers^  Bretbrekt^  and  Friends^ 

X  HE  occaficn  of  our  prefent  afletn- 
bling,  is  very  folemn  and  affed:ing  !  Death 
hath  entered  this  dwelling,  very  unexpectedly 
to  us,  though  perhaps  not  fo  to  our  deceafed 
friend.  The  beloved  and  afFed:ionate  partner, 
the  kind  and  tender  parent,  the  dutiful  and 
beloved  daughter,  and  the  afFeftionate  fifter, 
is  no  more  in  this  world  !  She  is  gone  to  her 
eternal  ftate,  and  God  is  Ipeaking  to  all  of  us, 
and  particularly  to  this  family,  as  by  a  voice 
from  heaven,  faying,  "  Be  ye  alfo  ready  :  for 
all  flefli  IS  as  grafs,  and  all  the  glory  of  inan 
as  the  flower  of  grafs.  The  grafs  withereth, 
and  the  flower  thereof  fadeth  away  ;  but  the 
word  of  the  Lord  endureth  forever."  "We  are 
called  to  realize,  that  it  is  appointed  unto  each 
of  Us  once  to  die,  and  that  after  death  is  the 
judgment.  We  are  now  in  health,  but  very 
foon  we  may  be  in  ficknefs  ;  we  are  now  in 
life,  but  the  next  hour  we  may  be  in  death  ; 
we  are  now  in  time,  but  the  next  moment  we 
piay  pafs  into  eternity  !  Let  us  therefore  fix 
pur  attention  on  death,  and  meditate  on  this 
folemn  and  intereft:ing  event.  And,  as  fome 
guide  to  our  meditations,  I  would  propofe  the 
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words  of  infpiration  in  the  XlVth  chapter  of 
the  Reyelatioa  of  St.  John,  and  1 3th  verfe  : 

Blejfed  are  the  dead  which  die  In  the  Lord 
from  henceforth. 

In  thefe  v^ords  we  are  divhiely  affured,  that 
thofe  are  bleffed  who  die  in  the  Lord  ;  for 
thefe  words  were  uttered  by  a  voice  from 
heaven.     Let  us  then  inquire, 

L  What  it  is  to  die  in  the  Lordy  and  who 
are  the  perfons  ;— And, 

IL  Confider,  briefly,  wherein  they  are 
bleffed. 

L  It  is  to  be  {hewn  what  it  is  to  die  in  the 
Lord,  and  who  are  the  perfons. 

In  Scripture,  fome  are  faid  to  be  in  the  Lord, 
in  a  very  different  fenfe  from  what  others  are. 
Thus,  in  Rom.  viii.  it  is  faid,  "  There  is,  there- 
fore, now  no  condemnation  to  them  zvhlch  are 
in  Chrift  Jcfus^  who  walk  not  after  the  flefli, 
but  after  the  Spirit."  From  what  follows  ia 
this  chapter,  it  is  evident  that  the  perfons,  who. 
are  here  faid  to  be  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl, 
are  thofe  who  have  experienced  a  change  of 
heart,  and  becorne  fpiritually  minded,  inflead 
of  being  carnally  minded,  as  they  once  were^^ 
and  as  all  the  unconverted  continue  to  be. 
They  are  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  by  having 
the  Spirit  of  Chrifl  dwelling  in  them.  We. 
are  further  taught,  in  2  Cor.  y.  17,  that  all^ 
who  are  created  anew  by  the  Spirit,  are  in  the. 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift :  "  Therefor Cy  f  any.  man  be:. 
in  Chrift^  he  Is  a  new  creatnre^'* 

For  fome  perfons  to  be  thus  in  the  Lord, 
in  diftin(3:ion  from  others,  raufl  intend  a  moral 
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union  with  him.  For  all  men,  in  a  fenfe,  are 
in  the  Lord  ;  as  in  him  they  live,  in  him  they 
move,  and  in  bicn  they  have  their  heing.  But 
fomething  more  is  intended,  than  being  in  the 
Lord,  in  this  lenfe,  when  it  is  faid  that  thole 
are  in  the  Lord,  who  are  created  anew  and 
have  his  Spirit  (dv/el!ing  in  them.  For  it  is 
plainly  implied,  that  thefe  perfcns  are  in  the 
Lord,  in  a  peculiar  fenfe.  And  hov\^  can  this 
be,  except  by  a  moral  union,  or  by  their  being 
peculiarly  united  to  him  ?  That  fuch  a  union 
does  exift  between  Chrift  and  believers,  is  eyi? 
dent  from  his  words  to  them  particularly,  in 
John  XV.  4,  5,  "  Abide  in  me  and  I  in  you, 
As  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  itfelf,  ex^* 
cept  it  abide  in  the  vine  ;  no  more  can  ye, 
except  ye  abide  in  me.  I  am  the  vine,  ye  are 
the  branches.  Fie  that  abideth  in  me,  and  I 
in  him,  the  fame  bringeth  forth  much  fruit ; 
for  without  me  ye  can  dp  nothing."  This 
union  with  the  Lord  Jefus,  is  caxifed  and  maia^ 
tained  by  his  dwelling  or  living  in  believers  by 
his  Spirit,  and  their  exercifing  that  faith  in 
him  which  worketh  by  love.  Hence  the 
apoftle  fays,  "  I  am  crucified  with  Chrift  ; 
neverthelefs  I  live  :  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift  liveth 
in  7ne ;  and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in  the 
fleih,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God." 
And  hence  he  prays  for  the  faints  at  Ephefus^ 
that  Chrift  might  dwell  in  their  hearts  by  faith. 
And  this  would  be  done  by  God's  granting 
them,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  glory,  to 
Ibe  ftrengthened  v;ith  might  by  his  Spirit  in 
|he  ianer  man.     So   that  faith  is  a   bond  of 
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union  between  Chrift  and  his  peculiar  people  ; 
pnd  this  faith  is  produced  and  kept  alive  by 
the  fpccial  operations  of  his  Spirit.  Hence  he 
fays  to  them,  ^^  Abide  in  tne^  and  I  in  you ^^ 

All  J  who  are  thus  united  to  Chrift,  die  in 
the  Lord.  For  this  union  is  lafting,  and  can 
never  be  diiToIved.  For  neither  death,  nor 
Jife,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers, 
per  things  prefent,  nor  things  to  come,  nor 
height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  wnll 
ever  be  able  to  fcparate  tliofe  from  Chrift,  who 
are  brought  into  this  faving  union  w^ith  him. 
They  are  kept  by  the  powder  of  God,  and  the 
purpofe  of  God  refpeding  thern  cannot  be 
l3rcl:en.  Neither  w^ill  the  Saviour's  promife 
concerning  them  be  broken  :  "  I  give  unto 
the?7i  eternal  life^  and  they  Jhall  never  petijld  ■ 
neither  JJoall  aiiy  7nan  pluck  ihe7;i  out  of  my 
handy  They  remain  iinited  to  the  Lord, 
when  foul  and  body  are  feparated  by  death. 
They  are  one  vvith  him,  when  they  walk 
through  the  valley  of  the  ftiadow  of  death. 
For  Chrift  is  their  life  ;  and  although  the  body 
muft  die  bccaufe  of  fin,  yet  the  fpirit  is  life 
becaufe  of  ri2;hteoufnefs.  Flence  to  die  in  the 
Lord,  is  to  die  favingly  united  to  him,  and 
interefted  in  him  as  a  complete  and  all-fuffi- 
clcnt  Saviour. 

But  who  are  the  liappy  perfons  ?  Not  the 
impenitent  and  unbelieving  5  not  thofe  who 
have  never  experienced  a  change  of  heart  by 
fpecial  grace,  and  have  never  truly  repented 
of  fin,  nor  cordially  embraced  Jefus  Chrift^ 
for  all  fuch  perfons  are  living  in  fin,  and  flightF^ 
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ing  and  rejecting  this  glorious  Saviour.  Such 
are  not  in  him,  fo  as  to  die  in  the  Lord  ;  nei- 
ther will  they  ever  be,  except  they  are  quick- 
ened by  almighty  power,  and  made  willing  to 
renounce  their  fins  and  cleave  to  a  holy  Sav- 
iour; Neither  are  thofe  in  the  Lord,  in  the 
fenfe  we  are  conflderihg,  who  are  pUrfuing  the 
honours^  riches,  and  pleafures  of  this  world. 
Saith  an  apoftle,  "  If  any  man  love  the  worlds 
the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  hhu^  Nd 
one  caii  be  f^^^ingly  united  to  Chrift,  except 
the  love  of  God  is  fhed  abroad  in  his  heart  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  for  faith  worketh  by  love. 
It  is  hence  evident,  that  while  perfons  love  the: 
world,  and  make  it  their  chief  concern  to  pur^ 
fue  its  honours,  riches,  and  pleafures,  they  are 
equally  and  entirely  deftitute  of  both  love  to 
God  and  faith  in  Chrift.  While,  my  beloved 
young  friends,  your  great  delight  is  in  the 
houfe  of  mirth,  ot  in  fcenes  of  pleafure  and 
vain  amufement,  you  have  no  moral  union 
with  a  holy  Saviour,  and  cannot  die  in  the 
Lord.  You  are  not  in  him  by  a  living  faith^ 
fo  long  as  you  prefer  your  vain  pleafures  and 
amufements  to  a  life  ef  piety  and  communion 
with  the  Father  and  with  the  Son.— -The  hap- 
py perfons,  who  die  in  the  Lord,  are  thofe 
only,  who  have  had  a  work  of  fpecial  grace 
wrought  within  them.  They  have  been  deep- 
ly convinced  of  their  fins  ;  they  have  realized 
their  guilt  and  wretched nefs  ;  they  have  cor- 
dially approved  of  the  divine  law,  and  of  the 
juftice  of  God  in  their  condemnation  ;  they 
have  fubmitted  to  fovereign  mercy  ;  they  have 
/  truly 
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truly  repented  of  their  lins^  believed  in  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  dedicated  themfelves 
entirely  to  God,  to  be  his  in  an  everlafting 
covenant,  to  ferve  and  glorify  him  continually 
and  for  ever.  And  hence  they  fay,  "  Whether 
we  live,  we  live  unto  the  Lord  ;  and  whether 
we  die,  we  die  unto  the  Lord  :  whether  we 
live,  therefore,  or  die,  wt  are  the  Lord's.'* 
All  fuch  enjoy  the  bleffednefs  of  dying  in  the 
Lord. — Let  us, 

IL     Confider  wherein  they  are  bleffed. 

Here  it  may  be  obferved, 

I.  They  are  blefled  in  that  the  fting  of 
death  is  removed.  The  fting  of  death  is  fm  t 
it  is  fm  which  makes  death  terrible.  But  this 
Is  removed  from  them  who  die  in  the  Lord. 
They  are  freed  from  the  reigning  power  of  fm, 
by  the  in-dwelling  and  fanftifying  operations 
of  the  Spirit.  They  began  to  be  freed  from 
the  dominion  of  fin,  at  the  time  they  were  re- 
generated ;  for  they  were  then  quickened,  and 
raifed  from  a  death  in  fin,  and  made  alive  to 
God.  From  that  period,  the  divine  life  has, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  been  increafing  in  their 
fouls.  He  has  been  fulfilling  to  them  this 
precious  pfomife,  "  Sin  f 3 all  not  have  dominion 
over  you, ^"^  He  has  been  fhedding  abroad  di- 
vine love  in  their  fouls,  and  transforming  them 
into  his  moral  image,  or  making  them  holy  as 
he  is  holy.  And  this  work  of  fan£tification 
is  completed  at  their  death,  and  then  they  are 
fully  prepared  for  the  inheritance  of  the  faints 
In  -liehr. 

"they 
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They  are  alfo  freed  from  the  guilt  of  fuie 
All  their  fins,  however  numerous  and  aggra- 
vated, have  been  pardoned  through  the  blood 
5f  the  atonement.  For  there  is  no  condem- 
nation to  them  who  are  in  Chrift  Jefus.  His^ 
blood  cleanfeth  them  from  all  fin  :  All  the  im- 
menfe  guilt  -of  their  offences  has  been  for  ever 
removed  by  the  precious  blood  of  the  eternal 
Son  of  God.  They  are  in  Chrift,  not  having 
their  own  righteoufnefs,  which  is  of  the  law, 
but  that  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift, 
the  right^eoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith. 
•  In  this  view  of  the  believer,  is  it  not  eafy  to 
fee  that  he  muft  be  unfpeakably  blefled  at 
death  ?  He  may  have  that  heavenly  peace 
and  confolation,  which  will  vaftly  exceed  eve- 
ry thing  the  world  can  give.  Being  renewed 
iii  the  tamper  of  his  mind,  he  loves  God  fu- 
premely,  is  refigned  to  his  vrill,  can  truft  in 
him,  and  enjoy  that  peace  of  God,  which  pafl*- 
eth  all  underftanding.  As  all  his  fins  are  par- 
doned, he  has  peace  of  confcience  ;  and  to  all 
the  fuggeftions  of  the  accufer  of  the  brethren, 
he  can  fay,  "  Who  is  he  that  condcynneth  P  It 
is  Chrijl  that  died ;  yea^  7^atJ5er^  that  is  rifen 
again  ^  who  is  eveii  at  the  right  hand  of  God ^ 
who  alfo  maketh  inter cejfion  for  usT  Thus, 
fhofe  who  die  in  the  Lord,  may  die  in  great 
|jeace.  They  have  neither  a  rebellious  heart, 
which  rifes  in  oppofition  to  the  character  and 
fovereign  dominion  of  Jehovah,  nor  an  accuf- 
ing,  condemning  confcience,  to  be  a  gnawing 
Worm  within  them,  which  will  never  die. 
But  that  kingdom  is  eftabliflied  within  them, 
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which  confifts  in  righteoufnefs,  peace,  and  jby 
in  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Being  the  fubjeds  of  thig 
kingdom,  and  united  to  Chrift  by  faith,  they 
need  not  fear  that  they  wih  ever  again  have 
hearts  of  enmity  and  oppofition  to  God,  or 
fall  under  the  condemning  fentence  of  his  law. 
On  the  contrary,  they  may  rejoice  in  the  afftir- 
ance  or  hope  of  being  the  cordial  and  bleffed 
fubjefls  of  God's  eternal  kingdom  of  glory. 

2.  Thofe  who  die  in  the  Lord,  are  bleffed, 
in  that  all  the  circumftances  of  their  death  are 
ordered  in  infinite  wifdom  and  mercy  to  them* 
Precious  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death 
of  his  faints.  Being  his  peculiar  people,  they 
are  exceedingly  dear  to  him.  And  their  death 
is  fo  interefting  an  event,  that  all  the  circum- 
ftances  attending  it  are  deferving  of  his  fpecial 
notice  and  direction  ;  and  they  are  all  ordered 
in  the  wifeft  and  beft  manner,  for  the  glory 
of  his  name,  and  the  good  of  his  chofen  peo- 
ple. If  God's  children  have  a  long  and  pain- 
ful ficknefs,  it  is  v/ifely  and  gracioufly  ordered, 
that  they  may  have  opportunity  to  glorify 
God  by  their  patience  and  fubmiffion  ;  and 
that  they  may,  in  this  way,  be  prepared  to" 
glorify  and  enjoy  him  to  a  greater  degree  in 
heaven.  If  their  death  is  fudden,  and  attend- 
ed with  circumftances  which  are  peculiarly 
diftreffing  to  furviving  friends,  ftiil  the  wifdom 
and  mercy  of  God  are  in  fome  way  manifeft- 
ed.  Thefe  circumftances  are  all  neceffary  for 
the  beft  good  of  the  believer.  And  although 
his  death  may  be  fudden  and  uncxpefted  to 
his  friends,  yet  he  has  lived  his  appointed- 
time  : 


lime  5  his  warfare  is  accompliflied,  his  work 
IS  done,  and  it  is  not  beft  that  he  fhould  con- 
tinue any  longer  in  this  world.     As  the  Lord 
is  their  Shepherd,  and  Friend,  and  all-fufficient 
Saviour  ;  and  as  he  poflefles  perfefb  wifdom, 
almighty  power,  and  infinite  grace  and  com- 
paffion,  and  is  immutable  and  faithful  ;  hence 
they  may  fay,  "  IJIoall  not  want,      Tea^  though 
I  walk   through  the  valley  of  the  Jloadow  of 
deaths  I  will  fear  no  evil^  for  thou  art  with 
me.      Thou  fj alt  guide  me  with  thy  counfel^  and 
afterwards  receive  me  to  glory,     For-voheti  tny 
fief  J  and  my  heart  fatly  thou  art  theflrcngth  of 
my  hearty  and  my  portio72  for  ever r 

3.  They  are  blelTecl  in  leaving  all  their 
forrows,  pains,  and  diftreffes,  and  in  going  to 
be  for  ever  w^Ith  the  Lord  in  glory. 

Saints,  while  in  this  world,  experience  ma- 
ny trials  and  afflidtions.  They  are  renewed 
but  in  part,  and  have  not  a  little  grief  and 
forrow '  on  account  pf  remaining  depravity. 
It  gives  them  pain  that,  they  are  fo  unlike 
their  bleffed  Redeemer,  They  have  great  rea- 
fon  to  mourn  and  lament  their  want  of  love 
to  the  beft  of  Beings,  and  that  they  do  fo  little 
to  praife  a  gloriou^  Saviour  and  advance  his 
caufe.  They  fee  occafion  often  to  exclaim, 
^'  0  wretched  man  that  I  am  I  %vhofhall  deliv- 
er me  from  the  body  of  this  death  V*  '  The  faints 
are  alfo  fubjedted,  while  here  in  the  body,  to 
many  bodily  pains  and  infirrnities.  They 
may  be  called  to  endure  excruciating  pain  and 
diftrefs.  They  may  likewife  experience  fore 
|)ereavements  in  the  death  of  near  and  dear 
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ftiends.  And  in  various  other  v^ays,  they 
may  be  forely  tried  and  afflidled.  But  at  death, 
they  for  ever  leave  all  their  trials  and  afflic- 
tions. Then  they  are  made  perfect  in  holi- 
nefs,  and  their  fouls  immediately  pafs  into  glo- 
ry. They  are  no  more  troubled  with  a  wan- 
dering mind,  or  deceitful  and  wicked  heart  ; 
but  their  minds  are  fixed  on  the  bleffed  Jefus, 
they  fee  him  as  he  is,  their  hearts  are  filled 
wath  divine  love,  and  they  are  completely 
transformed  into  the  image  of  the  Son  of  God. 
They  can  now  love,  and  praife,  and  adore,  to. 
the  full  extent  of  their  natural  capacity.  They 
2X^jilled  voith  all  the  fulhicfs  of  God,  All  their, 
pains  and  diftreiles  are  for  ever  left  behind  ; 
for  they  have  arrived  at  that  happy  world,  the 
New  Jerufalem,  where  God  fhall  wipe  away 
all  tears  from  their  eyes  ;  and  there  fhall  be  no. 
more  death,  neither  forrow,  nor  crying,  nei- 
ther fhall  there  be  any  more  pain.  There 
they  will  experience  no  diftrefling  bereave- 
ments, nor  the  want  of  any  thing  to  make 
them  truly  blefled.  They  v/ill  for  ever  enjoy 
the  fociety  of  faints  and  angels  ;  and  He  that 
fitteth  on  the  throne  fhall  continually  dwell 
among  them,  and  be  their  God,  and  fupply 
all  their  need  according  to  his  riches  in  glory,. 
They  {hall  hunger  no  more,  neither  thirft  any 
more,  neither  fhall  the  fun  light  on  them,  nor 
any  heat.  For  the  Lam*b  v^hich  is  in  the 
midft  of  the  throne^  fhall  feed  them,  and  fhall 
lead  them  unto  livino;  fountains  of  waters, 
Blefled  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord 
from  henceforth.  ^  They  reft  from  their  la-^ 
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bouts  and  forrows  here  below,  and  enter  iMJ 
mediately  into  this  glorious  ftate  of  reft  and 
bleffednefs.  What  a  joyful  exchange  !  How 
great  is  their  gain,  who  die  in  the  Lord  1 

But  let  us  improve  the  fubjed:  by  a  feW 
refled:ions. 

I.  This  fubjedl  affords  confolation  to  re- 
latives, on  the  death  of  their  chriftian  friends.' 
How  great  muft  be  this  fouree  of  confolation 
on  the  death  of  your  chriftian  friends,  that 
they  died  in  the  Lord  and  are  blefled.  You 
may  have  this  to  comfort  and  confole  your 
minds,  when  dear  chriftiali  friends  are  taken' 
from  you  by  death,  that  they  were  freed  front 
the  pollution  and  guilt  of  fm,  and  made  meet 
to  be  received  to  heaven,  through  the  merits 
of  Chrift  ;  that  all  the  circumftances  of  their 
death  have  been  directed  in  unerring  wifdom 
and  boundlefs  grace  ;  and  that  they  have  for 
ever  left  ail  their  pains  and  trials,  and  are  ad- 
paitted  to  enjoy  unfpeakable  glory  and  blefled- 
pcfs.  Surely  you  cannot  mourn  on  their  ac- 
count. But  in  view  of  the  happy  exchange 
they  have  made,  you  may  well  rejoice  for 
them  :  You  may  rejoice  that  they  have  ended 
all  their  taials  and  forrows,  and  have  gone 
where  God  will  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their 
eyes,  ana  where  there  ftiall  be  no  more  death, 
peither  forrow,  nor  crying,  neither  any  more 
pain,  nor  diftrefs.  While  you  m.ourn  that 
you  have  offended  God  by  fin,  and  therefore 
deferve  to  be  afflidted  and  to  receive  evil  ;  and 
while  you  mourn  that  you  can  no  more  fenjoy 
|he  fociety  of  chriftian  friends  in  this  vale  of 

tears ; 
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tears ;  you  raay  be  greatly  comforted  with  thk, 
that  your  lofs  is  their  unfpeakable  gain  ;  for 
they  have  entered  into  that  reft  which  remains 
for  the  people  of  God.  They  can  have  no 
defire  to  return  to  ypu  ;  but  to  have  you  fol- 
low them  to  the  paradife  of  God,  by  living  a 
life  of  faith  and.  holinefe.  Mourn  then  as 
chriftians,  and  comfgrt  ypurfelves  with  this, 
that  thofe  whp  fleep  i^  Jefus  will  God  bring 
with  him. 

2.  It  may  net  be  impertinent,  nor  foreign 
from  the  pr^fent  fubje(ft  and  occafion,  to  re-, 
fledl  on  th^  condition  of  the  impenitent  at 
death.  In  doing  this,  we  may  be  led  to  fee 
and  realize  the  vaft  importance  of  being  found 
in  Chrift,  whenever  <3eath  fliall  arreft  us. 
The  ftate  of  the  impenitent,  on  leaving  this 
world,  is  the  reyerfe  of  the  ftate  of  the  faints. 
While  the  faints  die  in  the  Lord  and  enter  into 
reft,  the  impenitent  die  in  their  fms,  and  are 
driven  away  ip  their  wickednefs.  They  die 
with  wicked,  rebellious  hearts,  and  under  the 
condemning  fentence  of  the  divine  law.  They 
leave  this  world,  with  the  wrath  of  God  abid- 
ing upon  them  ;  and  they  go  to  endure,  to 
eternity,  the  fiercenefs  of  the  wrath  of  almigh- 
ty God.  All  the  pains  and  diftrefles  of  the 
|>refent  life.,  are  nothing  in  comparifon  of  the 
cndlefs  niifery  and  defpair,  which  they  muft 
endure  in  the  future  ftate  of  retribution. 
When  they  die,  they  are  torn  from  all  their 
beloved  enioyments  in  this  v>^orld,  and  they 
leave  every  thing  which  can  give  them  comfort 
and  delight ;  and  there  is  notjiing  before  then 
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bdt  torment  and  defpaif.  How  ftrikirigly-  ha§ 
Ghrift  reprefented  the  condition  of  impenitent 
fmners  at  death,  in  the  parable  of  the  rich  man 
and  Lazarus  !  While  La:^arus,  a  deeply  afflift- 
ed  and  defpifed  beggar,  has  his  foul,  at  death, 
conveyed  by  angels  to  Abraham's  bofom,  or 
the  paradifc  of  God,  the  rich  man,  who  had 
been  clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linen,  and  fared 
fumptuoufly  every  day,  died,  and  was  buried, 
and  in  hell  he  lifted  up  his  eyes,  being  in  tor- 
ments :  He  is  affured  that  he  can  never  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  paradife  of  God  ;  but  muft 
always  remain  in  that  doleful  ftat6,  and  not 
have  fo  much  as  a  drop  of  water  to  cool  his 
tongue^  whidh  is  parched  and  tormented  \vith 
that  everlafting  fire,  which  is  prepared  for  the 
devil  and  his  angels. — Seeing  that  this  will  be 
our  dreadful  ftate,  except  we  die  in  the  Lord^ 
we  may  obferve, 

3.  How  important  it  is  that  w^  experience 
a  change  of  heart,  arid  become  favingly  united 
to  Ghrift.  Can  any  thing  be  of  equal  impor- 
tance with  this  ?  Oil  this  depends  our  eternal 
welfare.  The  only  poflible  v/ay,  in  which  we 
can  efcape  endlefs  mifery,  and  be  brought  to 
heaven,  is  by  a  change  of  heart  and  a  faving 
union  with  the  bleffed  Jcfus.  And,  furely^ 
endlefs  rriifery  on  the  one  hand,  and  endleft 
happinels  on  the  other,  are  not  unimportant 
and  trifling  things.  Ought  you  not  to  attend 
to  this  fubje<3:,  as  a  matter  of  the  greateft  con-- 
cern  to  you  ?  Does  any  thing  concern  you 
fo  much  as  to  die  in  the  Lord  ?  You  fee  that 
you  muft  die,  and  that  you  maj/oofi  die  ;  for 
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you  have  ilo  more  fecurity  of  living  than  oth- 
ers, who  have  fuddenly  died.  How  do  you 
know  but  that  your  death  may  be  as  fudderi 
as  her's  was,  whofe  funeral  we  are  now  attend- 
ing ?  And  how  dreadful  muft  it  be  to  you, 
tp;  be  thus  fuddenly  arretted  by  death,  while 
yQU  are  impenitent  and  out  of  Chrift  !  Is  it 
iiot  of  the  greateft  importance  to  you,  my 
young  friends,  to  make  religion  your  chief 
concern  ?  Ought  you  not  now,  in  early  life, 
to  repent  of  fin,  and  believe  in  Jefus  Chrift  ? 
Can  you  juftly  confider  experimental  religion 
as  of  no  importance  ?  Can  you  wifely  fpend 
your  time  in  folly  and  vain  amufements,  and 
refufe  to  feek  firft  the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
his  righteoufnefs  ?  Is  it  not  highly  important 
for  you  who  are  parents,  to  make  it  your  chief 
concern  to  have  your  children  truly  pious  ? 
You  fee  their  frailty.  You  know  they  muft 
die.  Ought  you  not  to  labour  and  pray,  that, 
above  ail  things,  they  may  be  found  in  Chrift, 
and  die  in  the  Lord  ?  Is  any  thing  fo  impor- 
tant to  them  as  this  ?  What  good  will  the 
things  of  this  world  do  them,  at  death,,  and  in 
eternity  ? 

4,  Let  this  death  be  foitably  improved  by 
all  of  .us.  Here  is  an  inftance  of  one  very 
fuddenly  cut  down,  in  the  prime  and  vigour 
of  life.^'     Her  death  is  very  unexpected  to  us, 

though 

*  Mrs,  Butler  died  in  about  fix  hours  after  the  birth 
cF  her  third  child.  For  a  fiiort  fpace  after  the  child  was 
born,  thofe  with  her  were  in  great  hopes  of  her  fpeedy 
recovery  ;  but  foon  unfavourable  fymptoms  appeared,  and, 
aftei  three  or  four  hours  of  very  acute  paifl  and  diftrefs,  her 

fpirit 
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though  perhaps  not  fo  to  her  ;  for  I  have  rea-? 
fon  to  think  that  fhe  was  peculiarly  thoughtful 
of  this  her  great  change.  It  appears  that  her 
mind  was  of  late  deeply  impreffed  with  this, 
that  fhe  had  not  long  to  live.  And  from  the 
converfation  I  have  had  with  her  in  the  courfe 
of  a  few  months  paft,  I  have  reafon  to  hope 
that  fhe  died  in  the  Lord.  I  hope  that  llie 
was  truly  convinced  of  her  fins,  and  of  her. 
loft,  undone  ftate  ;  and  that  ftie  w^as  brought 
to  fubmit  to  fovereign  grace,  to  repent  of  fin, 
and  look  to  the  Lord  for  mere  mercy.  If  fhe 
did  in  reality  experience  a  faving  change,  as  I 
hope  fhe  did,  fhe  has  died  in  the  Lord,  and 
gone  to  unfpeakable  glory  and  biefTednefs. 
In  this  cafe,  fhe  has  exchanged  the  foclety  of 
an  afFeflionate  hufband,  and  beloved  children, 
of  kind  and  tender  parents,  and  dear  brothers 
and  fillers,  for  the  fociety  of  glorified  faints, 
and  holy  angels  :  her  pains  and  diflrelTes,  of 
every  kind,  are  at  an  end  ;  and  fhe  is  in  the 
blifsfui  prefence  of  the  three-one  God,  where 
there  is  fullnefs  of  joy,  and  pleafures  for  ever- 
more. 

Ought  not  this  death,  and  thefe  things,  to 
be  duty  regarded  by  each  of  us  ?  Is  not  God 
folemnly  fpeaking  to  us  by  this  death,  and  call- 

C  ing 

fpirit  was  re|cafed  from  the  body,  snd  entered  the  eternal 
world.  She  repeatedly  told  her  huiband,  not  long  before 
her  death,  that  fhe  did  not  expedl  to  recover  frora  her  ap- 
proaching illnefs  ;  and,  with  much  compofure  of  mind,  fne 
gave  him  v-ery  fuitable  counfel  and  advice. — She  was  the 
daughter  of  Deacon  Amafa  Buck,  of  Bath,  in  New-Hanip- 
Jbire.  Her  parents  fpeak  of  hei,  as  having  been  pecnli^.rly 
dutiful  and  afFe(Slionate  to  them.  In  this  place,  Oie  -^vas 
cflcemed  and  beloved» 
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ing  on  us  to  attend  to  divine  and  eternal 
things  ?  Is  it  not  truly  defirable,  that  w^ 
fhould  regard  the  voice  of  his  word  and  prov- 
idence, and  become  prepared  to  die  in  the 
Lord  ?  No  one  can  be  certain  but  that  he  may- 
die  very  fuddenly,  and  in  a  very  uncxpefled 
hour.  Our  Lord  faid  to  his  difciples,  and  his 
words  may  as  well  apply  to  each  of  us,  "  I^i 
Jhch  an  hour  as  ye  think  not^  the  Son  of  man  com-- 
ethr  How  folemn  and  affecting  is  the  voice 
of  God's  providence  to  the  hufband  of  the  de- 
ceafed,  and  llkewife  to  her  parents  and  near 
connexions  1  May  each  of  them  learn  wif- 
dom  by  this  folemn  event  1  O  that  they  may 
realize  death,  and  deeply  feel  that  their  deatl> 
is  faft  approaching  1  Q  that  what  has  now 
been  mentioned,  concerning  the  deceafed,  may 
be  wifely  improved  by  each  of  them.  And 
may  they  all  die  in  the  Lord,  and  follow  de- 
parted faints  to  glory. 

How  folemnly  does  God  nov/  fpeak  to  per- 
fons,  who,  like  the  deceafed  in  months  paft, 
are  looking  forward  to  a  time  of  diftrefs  and 
danger  !  Is  not  the  voice  of  his  providence 
to  them  very  affefting  ?  Q  that  they  may 
fuitably  regard  it,  and  have  the  living  God  foi! 
their  Friend  ;  and  then  all  things  will  work 
together  for  their  eternal  good.  Whenever 
they  die,  they^will  die  in  the  Lord,  and  be  un- 
fpeakably  bkifed,  if  they  now  cordially  receive 
him,  as  their  all-fufficient  Saviour. 

You,  my  beloved  friends,  who  are  now  ia^ 
the  bloom  of  life,  may  be  as  fuddenly  called 
out  of  this  world,   as  this  perfon  has  been, 

Are  ' 
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Are  you  prepared,  as  I  hope  flie  was  ?  Have 
you  been  deeply  convinced  of  your  fins  ? 
Have  you  really  feen  yourfelves  in  a  loft  and 
perifhing  ftate  ?  Have  you  deeply  felt  your 
abfolute  need  of  fovereign  mercy  ?  Have  your 
wills  been  bowed  by  fpecial  grace  ?  Have 
you  repented  in  duft  and  ailies  ?  Have  you 
^'enounced  every  fin,  and  all  confidence  in  the 
jBefh,  and  believed  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrlfl:  ? 
Do  you  daily  live  mindful  of  death  and  judge- 
ment ?  Are  you  daily  living  by  faith  in 
Chrift,  and  with  your  afFediions  on  things 
above,  where  Chrift  fitteth  at  the  right  hand 
of  God  ?  If  you  fliould  now  leave  this  world, 
fhould  you  die  in  the  Lord,  and  be  blefled  for 
ever  ?  Or  fliculd  you  die  in  an  unconverted 
ftate,  be  driven  away  in  your  wickednefs,  and 
eternally  perifh  ? 

5.  We  learn  the  wifdom  of  duly  attending 
to  God's  word.  We  muft  clofe  onr  eyes  ir). 
death;  but  life  and  immortality  are  brought 
to  light  by  the  word  of  God.  We  are  perifli- 
ing  finners,  and  juftly  deferving  of  eternal 
death  ;  but,  in  the  gpfpel,  a  glorious  Saviour 
is  revealed  to  us,  and  a  moft  excellent  way  of 
falvatlon  from  fin  and  mifery.  Here  we  are 
informed  how  we  may  die  in  peace,  and  enter 
into  eternal  reft  and  bleftedneft.  Death  is  the 
king  of  terrors,  and  its  approach  may  fill  the 
piind  with  gloom  and  diftrefs  ;  but  the  word 
pf  God  unfolds  to  the  believer  glorious  prof- 
pefts  beyond  the  grave.  The  word  of  God's 
grace  is  able  to  build  you  up,  and  to  give  you 
gu  inheritance  among  all  them  which  are  fane- 

tified. 
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tified.  What  a  rich  treafiire  !  Will  it  not  be 
the  nobieft  wifdom,  highly  to  efteem  it  ?  Will 
it  not  be  infinitely  more  wife  in  you,  my  young 
friends,  to  be  prayerfully  attending  to  God's 
word,  than  fpendiilg  your  time  in  vain  amufe- 
ments  and  diverfions  ?  A  true  and  faving  ac- 
quaintance with  God's  word,  will  prepare  you 
for  a  happy  death  ;  but  will  your  vain  amufe^ 
ments  prepare  you  to  die  in  peace  I  "By  right-^ 
ly  attending  to  God's  word,  you  may  be  mad^? 
meet  for  heaven,  and  to  praife  apd  enjoy  God 
for  ever  ;  but  will  fcenes  of  mirth  and  pleaf- 
ure  prepare  you  for  communion  with  a  holy 
(God,  and  for  joining  with  glorified  faints,  in 
continually  praifing  him  I  In  view  of  death, 
and  the  eternal  world,  will  it  not  be  truly  wife 
in  you,  to  forfakc  the  foolifh,  and  be  the  com- 
panions of  faints  ?  Will  it  not  be  truly  wife 
in  ypu,  to  renounce  all  your  vain  mirth  and 
finful  diverfions,  and  delight  in  God's  w^ord 
and  in  his  fervice  ?  In  doing  this,  you  will 
glorify  God,  and  be  bleffed  in  time,  at  death, 
and  to  eternity.  And  you  muft  die,  be 
brought  into  judgment,  and  fixed  in  an  eter- 
nal ftate.  If  you  negled:  God's  word,  and 
purfue  your  vain  pleafures,  and  remain  impen- 
itent till  death,  you  vv^ill  die  in  your  fins  ;  at 
the  final  judgment,  you  will  be  fentenced  to 
endlefs  mifery  ;  and  your  eternity  will  be  aw- 
fully wTdtched,  and  without  hope.  O  then 
be  wife,  and  confider  your  latter  end. 

6.  Let  us  all  examine  whether  we  have 
been  convinced  of  our  fins,  and  favingly  con- 
verted.    Let  each  one  aik  himfelf,  as  in  the 
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fight  of  God,  What  Is  my  prefent  charader  ? 
Have  I  experienced  a  work  of  fpecial  grace  in 
my  foiil  ?  Am  I  one  with  Chrift,  as  his  pe- 
culiar people  are  ?•  Do  I  live  by  faith  in  him, 
and  feek  the  glory  of  God,  as  my  greateft  and 
beft  objed  of  purfuit  ?  If  I  fhould  this  day 
receive  thfe  fummons  of  death,  fhould  I  die  in 
the  Lord,  and  be  received  to  heaven  ?  Has 
God,  by  his  fovereigri  grace,  made  me  meet 
for  a  holy  heaven  ?  Could  I  now,  with  joy  and 
fatisfa^tiotlj  leave  eVery  thing  here  below,  and 
join  in  the  holy  employments  of  the  heavenly 
hofts  ?  Is  it  my  real  and  higheft  delight,  to 
have  communion  with  God,  and  glorify  his 
name  ?  Do  I  hate  and  forlake  every  fm,  every 
evil  and  falfe  way  ?  Does  this  appear  to  be  true 
by  my  daily  coildud:  and  manner  of  life  ?  Do  I 
daily  pray  to  God,  and  wcrihip  and  ferve  him 
in  fpirit  and  in  truth  ? — It  is  of  everlafting  con- 
cern to  each  one,  to  know  how  he  can  anfwer 
thefe  queftions.  Let  thofe  who  can,  on  good 
grounds,  anfwer  them  in  the  affirmative,  give 
glory  and  praife  to  God  for  his  marvellous  grace. 
Let  them  be  fervem  in  fpirit,  ferving  the  Lord  ; 
continuing  inftant  in  prayer,and  waiting  for  the' 
coming  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Let  thofe  who  are  liv- 
ing in  fm,  and  have  not  the  Spirit  witneffing 
with  their  fpirit,  that  they  are  the  children  of 
God,  be  alarmed  at  their  awful  condition.  Re- 
alize the  fhortnefs  and  uncertainty  of  life.  Feel 
that  now  is  the  accepted  time,  and  the  day  of 
falvatioa.  Do  not  delay  till  to-morrow  ;  but 
to-day  hear  God's  voice,  and  not  harden  your 
hearts.  Repent,  and  believe  in  him  V\'ho  is  the 
refurre£tion  and  the  life. — Amen. 


